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BECAUSE WE BEAR YOUR NAME 

1. Lord Jesus, we belong to you, 
you live in us, we live in you; 
we live and work for you — 

 because we bear your name. 

2. Help us receive each other, Lord, 
for you receive the least of us 
and come to us in them —  

3. Bless those who give us any gift, 
because they know that we are yours; 
reward them with your grace —  

4. Let us acknowledge those as friends 
who use your name to right a wrong 
but have not joined us yet —  

5. Let nothing that we do or say 
offend the weak so that they fall 
and lose their faith in you —  

6. Keep us from missing out on life; 
give hands that help, and single sight, 
and feet that walk your way —  

7. You are the salt that cleanses us, 
so clean us out, and make us fit 
for common life with you —  

 because we bear your name. 

 

1985. Dr John Kleinig, lecturer at Luther Seminary in Adelaide, preached at the monthly student service 
at St Stephen's in October 1985. He not only prepared a sermon on Mark  9:38–50 but also this powerful 

set of lyrics for which I wrote the melody. We always start it very simply — a single instrument — and 
build it to a huge conclusion, the bigger the better. 

The text from Mark seems like a collection of disconnected teachings, but John wove these together 
beautifully under the theme spelled out in verse 41 (anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name 

because you belong to Christ). The tune owes something to Joe Jackson's Body and Soul album, 
especially the song Be my number two. 

 
LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss,,  bbeeccaauussee  wwee  bbeeaarr  yyoouurr  nnaammee  oouurr  lliivveess  aarree  nnoott  oouurr  oowwnn..      

MMaayy  wwee  eennjjooyy  yyoouurr  ccoommppaannyy,,  iiddeennttiiffyy  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  vvaalluueess,,  ttaakkee  pprriiddee  iinn    
bbeeiinngg  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  aanndd  rreeaallllyy  wwaanntt  ttoo  bbee  CChhrriisstt--lliikkee..  

 
Use: Proper 21B. Confirmation, commitment, the church, baptism. 


