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COMFORT, COMFORT ALL MY PEOPLE 
Comfort, comfort all my people 
with the comfort of my word. 
Speak it tender to my people: 
All your sins are taken away. 

1. Though your tears be rivers running, 
though your tears be an ocean full, 
though you cry with the hurt of living, 
comfort, comfort. 
Every valley shall be lifted, 
every mountain shall be low, 
every rough place will be smoother: 
comfort, comfort. 

2. Though your eyes see only darkness, 
though your eyes can see no light, 
though your eyes see pain and sorrow: 
comfort, comfort. 
Every night will have its morning, 
every pain will have an end, 
every burden will be lightened: 
comfort, comfort. 

Extra verses written for 1988  
Christmas Bowl Appeal 

1. Though we build strong walls for prisons, 
though we feast while others starve, 
though we fill this world with weapons: 
comfort, comfort. 
Every prisoner will be rescued, 
every hungry mouth be filled, 
every gun will rust, forgotten: 
comfort, comfort. 

2. Though we fracture God's creation, 
though we stand so far apart, 
though we fail to love each other: 
comfort, comfort. 
Every wall will crack and crumble, 
every stranger will be friend, 
every one embrace another: 
comfort, comfort. 

1975. Three or four days after our twin sons were born, Dorothy was overwhelmed by  it all and was 
crying when I came to visit her in the evening. (Dorothy never cries — well, only about once every ten 
years. She says it's too much bother.) In typical, helpful, husbandly fashion, I went home and wrote a 

song for her. She wasn't all that impressed at the time and is still not keen on the song. But I like it, and 
from many comments made to me, it's clearly been a song that has helped many people when they've been 

going through difficult times, times of conflict, struggle or depression. 

IInn  eevveerryy  ssiittuuaattiioonn  yyoouu  aarree  wwiitthh  mmee..  WWhheenn  II  aamm  ccrryyiinngg  yyoouu  ssiitt  wwiitthh  mmee    
aanndd  ssppeeaakk  wwoorrddss  ooff  ccoommffoorrtt  oorr  qquuiieettllyy  ppuutt  yyoouurr  aarrmmss  aarroouunndd  mmee..    

WWee  pprraayy  tthhaatt  yyoouurr  ccoommffoorrtt  wwiillll  ffllooww  iinnttoo  eevveerryy  mmoommeenntt  ooff  oouurr  lliiffee    
aanndd  ssppiillll  oouutt  iinnttoo  tthhee  lliivveess  ooff  ootthheerrss..  

Use: Advent 2 B, Advent,  Epiphany 6 B, Easter 3 C, Proper 5 C, Proper 9 B, forgiveness, funeral 


